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of personal attachment to the land, It is very common
for people to work on the same piece of land from early
adulthood to death. To say that their land is an
integral part of their personality is scarcely an
exaggeration.

The non-economic value of the land complicates the
transactions in land. Although land has its non-
economic value, it does not in any sense lose its
economic value. The sentimental and ethical reactions
to the selling of land do not rule out completely the
possibility of land transactions. People sometimes
need money urgently. Economic strain compels them
to treat the land as an economic commodity. But I
found no case of alienation except under real pressure.
Even then the process usually takes a roundabout form*

A person needing money urgently, either for taxes
or rent payment, is forced to borrow from the money-
lender. After a definite period, if the borrower cannot
pay back the capital as well as the interest, he is forced
to transfer his title over the land, limited to the subsoil,
to the lender.1 This transaction in practice means
very little to the borrower, since the borrower under
the ever-increasing burden of interest can hardly hope
to repay his debt. To pay high interest is more un-
bearable than to pay a definite rent.

1 It is also observed in South China that the land right is transferred
through the intermediary step of mortgage, Chen Han-seng says, ** Some-
times one-half of the peasant families have mortgaged their lands, as in
many villages of Wung-yuen and Mei-hsien, where the percentage of land
owning peasants is relatively high. The mortgaged piece is from 50 to 60
per cent, of the land price, very rarely 80 or go per cent. Of course, only a
very few peasants would like to sell their lands, most of them prefer to
mortgage in the hope of recovering them. But once the peasants have
stepped into the sepulchre of usury, they are led to descend down the
inescapable staircase \vith only a remote chance of coming out again. At
least 70 or So per cent, of the landless peasants in Kwangtung have lost
some of their land possessions through mortgage.** . . . *' According to the
statistics of ten representative villages in the district of Pan-yu, the peasants
there have mortgaged and sold 5 per cent, of their land area within five years.'*
Op, cit. p. 96.